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FORWARD 

UNDERSTANDING 

WHY THIS BOOK IS IMPORTANT 

BY JORDAN MAXWELL 

Many years ago it was pointed out to me that in order 
to know correctly the very foundations on which 
anything is based, one must DIG UNDER the 
foundation on which the thing STANDS. Only then 
does one have a true understanding of the subject. I 
believe it is an "Idea whose time has come" to make 
this fascinating knowledge that this book provides, 
available to the person who wants to know the secrets of 
theology. 

This out-of-print classic work by Robert Hewitt 
Brown is being reprinted by The Book Tree because it 
contains information as valuable today as when 
originally published. This book reveals the hidden 
meanings behind the occult signs and symbols 
contained in the stellar theology and Masonic 
astronomy from ancient times. 

This book is a primer, a beginning point, for the study 
of signs and symbols that have relevance today 
because they are used�everywhere� with a purpose.  
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This is a book about "open secrets." Open secrets are 
those that are plainly seen, available to everyone, yet have 
their meaning hidden because most people simply do not 
know the meaning behind the symbology. If I went to a city in 
the Moslem part of the world and tried to read their newspa- 
per I could not do so. It is not because I am ignorant, but I do 
not know the language. The symbols are foreign to me: 
though the stories are readily available, and are actively com- 
municated to others. Yet I cannot read them. This book pro- 
vides a starting place to learn the "alphabet" of SYMBOLS SO you 
can understand the meaning behind them. 

The Purpose of Signs and Symbols 

Signs and symbols are not merely for decoration or ran- 
dom meaningless marks without purpose. Signs and symbols 
have real, specific and precise meanings. Also, signs and sym- 
bols usually have ONE PURPOSE � to identify, and the identifi- 
cation is expressed in two ways � (1) by showing ownership, 
and (2) by showing direction. 

Signs and symbols can show ownership. "Property of the 
United States Government � Keep Out." For businesse s own- 
ership is expressed by signs on store windows to tell you what 
the store is selling, special sales, hours of operation, directions 
to other stores, or telephone numbers. When the signs and 
symbols are "occult" (cleverly concealed or hidden) using 
astronomical and Masonic signification, ownership is also 
being expressed. 

Signs also identify what direction you are traveling ("Route 
22" or "San Diego, 3 miles"), or what you should do ("Eat at 
This Restaurant," "Shop at That Grocery" or "STOP.") Highway 
signs, now international in usage, have generic icons recogniz- 
able for children and those with minimum education. The 
occult astronomical and Masonic signs and symbols are also 
generic, but are recognizable ONLY IF YOU KNOW the meaning 
behind them. 
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A surprising number of ancient symbols are found on exte- 
rior and interior decorations of most of our churches, syna- 
gogues, temples, government buildings, as well as banks, 
insurance companies, hospitals and other institutional build- 
ings. I propose to you that such signs and symbols demon- 
strate ownership and point the public in a desired direction. 

Advertising, the world over, uses familiar signs and sym- 
bols so that the potential buyer can readily recognize the 
product, service or company selling the product. 

Questions, Questions 

Why are astronomical signs and symbols on those build- 
ings and in advertising? They show purpose and direction. 
They reveal that SOMEONE, SOMETIME in the history of that 
church, synagogue, temple, government building, bank, insur- 
ance company, hospital, or place of business wanted those 
signs and symbols in place. SOMEONE KNEW WHAT THE SIGNS 
AND SYMBOLS MEANT and used them purposefully. 

What place do occult, astronomical and Masonic signs and 
symbols have on churches? Why do they appear in corporate 
logos? Why are governmental and organizational seals, public 
and private agency badges, etc., filled with such occult signs 
and symbols? 

If such signs and symbols are meaningless, why are they 
there? WHY NOT REMOVE THEM? If people do not know the 
meaning of the symbols, why have them? 

If the signs and symbols have meaning, WHO is doing the 
communicating? If the symbols have meaning, why hide the 
meaning? To WHOM are they communicating? WHO is the 
intended audience? 

WHO put the symbols there? Are such signs and symbols a 
joke by graphic artists, architects or construction engineers? Or 
is the usage of such symbols deliberate and purposeful? 
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Answers, Answers 
When pagan and occult symbols are seen on churches, 

such symbols are not placed there by rogue architects impos- 
ing their iron will upon ignorant Christian priests, pastors, Jew- 
ish rabbis, Muslem mullahs and their various ruling boards. If 
a steeple is a pagan symbol of a phallus, what is it doing on 
the local church? The steeple, whether people know it or not, 
communicates the direction and ownership of that church. It 
demonstrates how to find the congregation that places the 
phallus at the topmost of their church building so it can be 
seen from afar. It demonstrates ownership by displaying a 
phallus for the entire community to see. 

Once again, if such things have no meaning, WHY is the 
pagan symbol used? If it has meaning, WHY is the meaning 
hidden? WHY NOT express the meaning openly? The phallus 
on churches (and synagogues, and mosques) is one example 
of many emblems, symbols, and signs used in modern-day 
religions all over the world.1 

Unless you know the meaning behind the symbols, you 
won’t understand � WHY THEY ARE USED. Once your eyes are 
opened to the true meaning of religious symbols used in your 
place of worship, it will finally "hit you," and you will see to 
what extent the religions of the western world are, in point of 
fact, ancient paganism. 

Organization of the Book � Part 1 
This work is divided into three parts. Part One, the Intro- 

duction, is contained in the first four chapters. In Chapter 1, 
Robert Hewitt Brown, 32° Mason, tells why he is rev ealing the 

1 For a full discussion of sexual symbolism in religion, see Ernest 
Busenbark’s Symbols, Sex, and the Stars: An Outline of the Origins of 
Moon and Sun Worship, Astrology, Sex Symbolism, Mystic Meaning 
of Numbers, the Cabala, and Many Popular Customs, Myths, Super- 
stitions and Religious Beliefs (San Diego: The Truth Seeker Com- 
pany, Inc., 1949, a Book Tree reprint, 1997). Forward by Jordan 
Maxwell 
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hidden meanings behind the ancient mysteries that make up 
Masonic beliefs. Brown indicates that everything he reveals 
has been published elsewhere by proper Masonic authorities. 
They are "open secrets." 

Few people of religious bent, Jew, Christian or Moslem, 
have any idea at all of the profound meaning and implica- 
tions in these religious symbols FOR WORLD FREEMASONRY. 
Fewer still have any knowledge of the occult or hidden con- 
nections between Judaism, Christianity, the Bible �  and 
WORLD FREEMASONRY. Unless and until such occult knowl- 
edge of religious symbols is understood, we will have nothing 
but the same confusion we have had for the last 2,000 years! 

In Chapter 2 Brown gives an account of the ancient mys- 
tery systems and the early forms of worship. Egyptian, Indian, 
Eleusinian, Bacchanal, Ceres, and Dionysiac mysteries are 
mentioned. An understanding of these Mysteries is essential. 

Chapter 3 contains a brief rundown of basic astronomical 
facts. One cannot understand what follows without knowing 
the basic terminology and concepts of astronomy. 

Chapter 4 concludes Part One by describing what the 
ancient civilizations knew about astronomy and how they 
made their calculations and predictions about the heavens. 

Organization of the Book � Part 2 

Part Two goes into detail about MASONIC astronomy, and 
the allegory of the seasonal death and resurrection of the 
Heavenly Sun. Chapter 5 shows Masonic astronomy in the 
architecture, words and ritual of Freemasonry. The relation- 
ship between the Masonic ritual and the symbols with the 
Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem is revealed. Identification is 
made of the Masonic character of Hiram Abif, so important to 
the Masonic rituals and symbolism. 

In Chapter 6, the astronomical allegory of the death and 
resurrection of God’s Heavenly Sun is the key to most astro- 
nomical symbolism around the world. Other works give 
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greater detail and focus far beyond the basics that Brown dem- 
onstrates for us in this foundational book, but the information 
given here is an excellent start. 

Organization of the Book � Part 3 
Chapter 7, the heart of the book, is the largest chapter and 

has the most revealing information. It contains an astronomical 
explanation of the emblems, symbols and legends of the mys- 
teries. It shows how the ancient mysteries are made modern, 
and the meaning of many of them is restored for present day. 
Brown goes into detail regarding the Masonic symbols and the 
astronomical relationships. The basics of the Zodiac and the 
signification of each of the astrological houses are made clear. 
Pillars, globes and the meanings behind them are explained. 
Sacred numbers and the days of the week are discussed so 
they become clear. The meaning of the word "mystery" itself 
and its relationship with Masonry is shown. 

In Chapter 9, Brown’s short conclusion claims that he has 
defended Freemasonry and vindicated its claims. You be the 
judge. 

Why Reprint this Book? 

This work was not reprinted (despite Brown’s explanation 
for writing it) to be a defense of Freemasoniy. It is reprinted to 
be a tool to help free shackled minds � minds const rained by 
thought patterns ignoring the obvious and seeking deep 
meanings when original meanings are the truth. 

Nineteenth-century Socialists and Communists believed 
that "raising the consciousness" of the people would cause 
uprisings to force governments to change to Socialism or Com- 
munism. The real solution is simpler. To know the truth, to 
have one’s consciousness raised, not by recognizing a political 
philosophy, but by knowing what the simple signs and sym- 
bols of everyday life mean, a person can choose. He or she 
can choose to participate � or not to participate �  in good, 
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bad or indifferent aspects of society, government, religion, 
commerce. Having the ability to choose, to make conscious 
and not manipulated choices, such is true freedom based on 
understanding! 

Reading Brown’s book, you will notice that Stellar Theol- 
ogy and Masonic Astronomy forms the basis for much of 
today’s religious concepts and belief structure, both in the 
assumptions and the expressions of today’s religious, social, 
educational, corporate and governmental organizations. You 
will note that these signs and symbols are in evidence every- 
where in society. Just a little concentration to overcome the 
familiarity of your surroundings, and the scales will be lifted 
from your eyes, and the shackles removed from your mind. 
You will see the world around you as never before� the way 
it really is. And you will see how its secrets were hidden "in 
plain sight." Truly many will look with their eyes, but not see. 

Remember, most truths in life are revealed through "open 
secrets." This reprint book helps make the truth simpler and 
easier to understand, and one’s choices better. 

Enjoy the book. This is Jordan Maxwell. 
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Chapter 1 

INTRODUCTION� 
A FEW WORDS 
TO THE MASONIC 
FRATERNITY 

THE WRITER OF THIS WORK was for a long 
time in considerable doubt as to the propriety of its 
publication�not because he had any lack of faith in  
the truth of the theory it advocates, but from a fear that 
the revelations it contains might be thought unlawful 
according to a strict construction of the masonic obliga- 
tion. But, after consulting with many conscientious as 
well as eminent members of the fraternity, the author 
was confirmed in his belief that nothing is said in the 
book which discloses any of the essential secrets of that 
order. 

The "essential secrets" of freemasonry are defined 
by Dr. Oliver, in his "Dictionary of Symbolical 
Masonry," as consisting of nothing more, 

than the signs, grips, passwords, and tokens 
essential to the preservation of the society from 
the inroads of impostors, together with certain 
symbolical emblems, the technical terms apper- 
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taining to which serve as a sort of universal language by 
which the members of the fraternity can distinguish 
each other in all places and countries where lodges are 
instituted. 

Now, although in the following pages the masonic tradition as 
to the history of an important masonic personage is freely 
alluded to, nowhere is there anything said, or even implied by 
which any of the essential secrets of the craft are placed in 
peril; nor is there any particle of information given which can 
be use to unprincipled persons, however acute, who might 
desire to impose themselves upon the fraternity as having a 
right to its benefits and honors. The masonic reader should 
also bear in mind that many things in the following pages, 
which are to him full of masonic significance, will appear to 
the uninitiated but an expression of some of the simplest facts 
in the science of astronomy, long established and known to 
all. 

Says Gadicke, a masonic writer of repute: 

With the increase of enlightenment and rational reflec- 
tion, it is admitted that a brother may both speak and 
write much upon the order without becoming a traitor 
to its secrets.... Inquiries into the history of the order, 
and the true meaning of its hieroglyphics and ceremo- 
nies by learned brethren, cannot be considered treason, 
for the order itself recommends the study of its history, 
and that every brother should instruct his fellows as 
much as possible. It is the same with the printed expla- 
nation of the moral principles and symbols of the order. 
We are recommended to study them incessantly, until 
we have made ourselves masters of the valuable infor- 
mation they contain; and, when our learned and cau- 
tious brethren publish the result of their inquiries, they 
ought to be most welcome to the craft. 

These remarks of Gadicke are quoted with approbation by 
Dr. Oliver, who himself says, in the introduction to his "Land- 
marks": 
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No hypothesis can be more untenable than that which 
forebodes evil to the masonic institution from the publi- 
cation of scientific treatises illustrative of its philosophy 
and moral tendency. The lodge lectures, in their most 
ample and extended form, however pleasing and 
instructive soever they may be, are unsatisfactory and 
inconclusive. They are merely elementary, and do not 
amply and completely illustrate any one peculiar doc- 
trine. As they are usually delivered in nine tenths of the 
lodges, they are monotonous, and not perfectly adapted 
to the end for which they are framed, or for the effect 
they are intended to produce. For this reason it is that 
literary and scientific men, who have been tempted to 
join our ranks in the hope of opening a new source of 
intellectual enjoyment, and of receiving an accession of 
novel ideas for their reflection and delight, so fre- 
quently retire, if not with disgust, at least with mixed 
feelings of sorrow and regret, at the unprofitable sacri- 
fice of so much valuable time which might have been 
applied to a better purpose. 

He adds that, 

if the authorized lectures of masonry were amplified 
and illustrated, such instances would not only rarely 
occur, but our lodges would become the resort of all 
the talent and intelligence in the country. 

Dr. Mackey, who in America holds the highest rank as a 
masonic writer, says: 

The European masons are far more liberal in their views 
of the obligation of secrecy than the English or Ameri- 
cans. There are few things, indeed, which a French or 
German masonic writer will refuse to discuss with the 
utmost frankness. It is now beginning to be generally 
admitted�and English and American writers are actin g 
on the admission�that the only real aporrheta (essen- 
tial secrets) of freemasonry are the modes of recogni- 
tion and the peculiar and distinctive ceremonies of the 
order, and to these last it is claimed that reference may 
be publicly made for the purpose of scientific investiga- 
tion, provided that the reference be made so as to be 
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obscure to the profane and intelligible only to the initi- 
ated. (Symbolism�Synoptical Index, Aporrheta) 

Many masons who do not make themselves familiar with 
the standard and authorized masonic authors, like Dr. Oliver 
in England, and Pike, Mackey, and Morris in America, are not 
aware how freely many parts of our ritual are spoken of by 
brothers occupying the most distinguished positions in the fra- 
ternity. 

In this work "I have been scrupulously careful about the 
admission of a single sentence from the peculiar lectures of 
masonry which has not already appeared in the printed form 
in one or other of our legitimate publications." 

In speaking of the masonic traditions and legends, I have 
used no greater freedom than other masonic writers whose 
works are authorized by the highest masonic bodies in 
England, Germany, France and America; and, in view of all 
these considerations, have come to the conclusion that it was 
not wise to permit an unnecessary and unrequired degree of 
caution to longer delay the publication of truths which are, as 
I am persuaded, of great importance and interest to the craft. 
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Chapter 2 

THE ANCIENT 

MYSTERIES 

DESCRIBED 

IF WE CLOSELY EXAMINE the elder forms of reli- 
gious worship, we will find in most of them that God is 
worshiped under the symbol of the sun. This is not 
only true of those nations called pagan, but we also 
find in the Bible itself the sun alluded to as the most 
perfect and appropriate symbol of the creator. The sun 
is the most splendid and glorious object in nature. The 
regularity of its course knows no change. It is "the 
same yesterday, today, and forever." It is the physical 
and magnetic source of all life and motion. Its light is a 
type of eternal truth; its warmth of universal benevo- 
lence. It is therefore not strange that man in all ages has 
selected the sun as the highest and most perfect 
emblem of God. There is a natural tendency, however, 
in the human mind, to confound all symbols with the 
person or thing which they were at first only intended 
to illustrate. In the course of time we therefore find that 
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most nations forgot the worship of the true God, and began to 
adore the sun itself, which they thus deified and personified. 
The sun thus personified was made the theme of allegorical 
history, emblematic of his yearly passage through the twelve 
constellations. 

The zodiac is the apparent path of the sun among the stars. 
It was divided by the ancients into twelve equal parts, com- 
posed of the clusters of stars, named after "living creatures," 
typical of the twelve months. This glittering belt of stars was 
therefore called the zodiac, that word meaning "living crea- 
tures," being derived from the greek word zodiakos, which 
comes from zo-on, an animal. This latter word is compounded 
directly from the primitive Egyptian radicals, zo, life, and on, 
a being. 

The sun, as he pursued his wan among these "living crea- 
tures" of the zodiac, was said, in allegorical language, either to 
assume the nature of or to triumph over the sign he entered. 
The sun thus became a Bull in Taurus, and was worshiped as 
such by the Egyptians under the name of Apis, and by the 
Assyrians as Bel, Baal, or Bul. In Leo the sun became a Lion- 
slayer, Hercules, and an Archer in Sagittarius. In Pisces, the 
Fishes�he was a fish�Dagon, or Vishnu, the fish-god  of the 
Philistines and Hindoos. When the sun enters Capricornus he 
reaches his lowest southern declination; afterward as he 
emerges from that sign the days become longer, and the Sun 
grows rapidly in light and heat; hence we are told in the 
mythology that the Sun, or Jupiter, was suckled by a goat. The 
story of the twelve labors of Hercules is but an allegory of the 
passage of the sun through the twelve signs of the zodiac, and 
past the constellations of proximity thereto. 

The beautiful virgin of the zodiac, Virgo, together with the 
Moon, under a score of different names, furnishes the female 
element in these mythological stories, the wonderful adven- 
tures of the gods. These fables are most of them absurd 
enough if understood as real histories, but, the allegorical key 
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being given, many of them are found to contain profound and 
sublime astronomical truths. This key was religiously kept 
secret by the priests and philosophers, and was only imparted 
to those who were initiated into the MYSTERIES. The profane 
and vulgar crowd were kept in darkness, and believed in and 
worshiped a real Hercules or Jupiter, whom they thought actu- 
ally lived and performed all the exploits and underwent all the 
transformations of the mythology. 

By these means the priests of Egypt ruled the people with 
a despotic power. The fables of the mythology disclosed to 
them grand scientific truths, and to them only. The very stories 
themselves served to perpetuate those truths for the benefit of 
the initiated, and also formed an easy vehicle for their trans- 
mission. Books were not only rare and difficult of multiplica- 
tion, but it is also probable that, in order that scientific 
knowledge might be concealed, it was considered unlawful to 
commit it to writing. If in special cases it became an absolute 
necessity to do so, the sacred hieroglyphs were employed. 
These were known only to the initiated; there was another sort 
of written characters used by the common people. (Rawlin- 
son’s "Herodotus," Appendix to Book II, Chapter V.) 

Science was thus for the most part orally transmitted from 
one hierophant to another. While an abstruse and difficult lec- 
ture is not easy, either to remember or to repeat, on the con- 
trary, a mythological tale can with ease be retained in the 
memory and communicated to another, together with the key 
for interpretation. These fables, therefore, served a threefold 
purpose: 

1. They kept the secrets of science from all but those who 
understood the key to them; 

2. Being themselves easy to remember, they served on the 
principle of the art of mnemonics, or artificial memory, 
to keep alive the recollection of scientific facts which 
otherwise might be lost; 
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3. Being the means of keeping the people in ignorance, by 
their use the priests were enabled to rule them through 
their superior power of working apparent miracles. 

The science in which the Egyptian priesthood were most 
proficient, and which they most jealously guarded, was that of 
astronomy. The people worshiped the sun, moon, and stars as 
gods, and a knowledge of their true nature would have at 
once put an end to the influence of the priests, who were 
believed by the ignorant and superstitious crowd to be able to 
withhold or dispense, by prayers, invocations, and sacrifices, 
the divine favor. The priest of a pretended god, when once his 
god is exposed, stands before the world a convicted impostor. 
To deny the divinity of the sun, moon, and stars, or, what was 
the same thing, to permit science to disclose their true nature 
to the masses of the people was consequently held by the 
priesthood of Egypt as the highest of crimes. By a knowledge 
of astronomy the priests were able to calculate and to predict 
eclipses of the sun and moon, events beheld with superstitious 
awe and fear by the multitude. Seeing how certainly these pre- 
dictions, when thus made, were fulfilled, the priests were 
credited with the power to foretell other events, and to look 
into the future generally. So they cast horoscopes and assumed 
to be prophets. 

Of course, a knowledge of astronomy diffused among the 
people would have been fatal to these pretensions. The facts 
of astronomy were therefore, for these reasons most carefully 
hidden from the common people, and the priesthood only 
communicated them to each other, veiled in allegorical fables, 
the key to which was disclosed to him only who had taken the 
highest degrees of the Mysteries, and given the most convinc- 
ing proofs of his fidelity and zeal. 

The names under which the sun was personified were 
many, but the one great feature, most prolific of fables, was 
his great decline in light and heat during the winter, and his 
renewal in glory and power at the vernal equinox and summer 
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solstice, which gave rise to all that class of legends which rep- 
resent the sun-god (under various names) as dying and being 
restored to life again. 

Thus, we are told, in the Egyptian sacred legend, that 
Osirus, or the Sun, was slain by Typhon, a gigantic monster, 
typical of darkness and the evil powers of nature. The body 
was placed in a chest, thrown into the Nile, and swept out to 
sea. Isis, or the Moon personified as a goddess, ransacks the 
whole earth in search of the body, which she finds horribly 
mutilated. She joins the dissevered parts, and raises him to life 
again. 

In the Greek mythology we are told that Adonis (the Lord, 
or sun-god) is slain, but it returns to life again for six months 
each year�thus dying in the fall and winter months and 
returning to life again during the spring and summer. 

The ritual of the Mysteries in Egypt, India and Greece, was 
founded upon this legend, in some form, of the death and res- 
urrection of the personified sun-god. 

The Egyptian Mysteries of Osiris and Isis were in the form 
of a mystic drama, representing the death by violence of Osiris 
(the sun-god), the search for his body by Isis, the Moon, and 
its finding and being raised to life and power again. In the cel- 
ebration of these Mysteries the neophyte was made to perform 
all the mysterious wanderings of the goddess amid the most 
frightful scenes. He was guided by one of the initiated, who 
wore a mask representing a dog’s head, in allusion to the 
bright star Sothis (Sirius, or the dog-star), so called because the 
rising of that star each year above the horizon just before day 
gave warning of the approaching inundation of the Nile. The 
word Sothis means the "barker," or "monitor." 

The candidate was by this guide conducted through a 
dark and mysterious labyrinth. With much pain he struggled 
through involved paths, over horrid chasms, in darkness and 
terror. At length he arrived at a stream of water, which he was 
directed to pass. Suddenly, however, he was assaulted and 
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arrested by three men, disguised in grotesque forms, who tak- 
ing a cup of water from the stream, forced the terrified candi- 
date to first drink of it. This was the water of forgetfulness, by 
drinking which all his former crimes were to be forgotten, and 
his mind prepared to receive new instructions of virtue and 
truth. 

The attack of Typhon, or the spirit of darkness, typical of 
the evil powers of nature, upon Osiris, who was slain, was 
also enacted as the initiation progressed, and amid the most 
terrible scenes, during which the "judgment of the dead" was 
also represented, and the punishments of the wicked exhib- 
ited as realities to the candidate. The search for the body of 
Osiris, which was concealed in the mysterious chest or "ark," 
followed. The mutilated remains were at last found, and 
deposited amid loud cries of sorrow and despair. The initiation 
closed with the return of Osirus to life and power. The candi- 
date now beheld, amid effulgent beams of light, the joyful 
mansions of the blessed, and the resplendent plains of 
paradise. 

I saw the sun at midnight" (says Apuleius, speaking of 
his own initiation into the Mysteries of Isis) "shining 
with its brilliant light, and I approached the presence of 
the gods beneath, and the gods of heaven, and stood 
near and worshiped them. (See "Metamorphosis") 

At this stage of the initiation, all was life, light, and joy. The 
candidate was himself figuratively considered to have risen to 
a new and more perfect life. The past was dead, with all its 
crimes and unhappiness. Henceforth the candidate was under 
the special protection of Isis, to whose service he dedicated 
his new life. (See Apuleius.) 

The sublime mysteries of religion and the profoundest 
teachings of science were now revealed to him, and satisfied 
his thirst for knowledge, while the possession of power as one 
of the hierarchy gratified his ambition. 
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The Mysteries of all the other nations of antiquity were 
quite similar to those of Egypt, and were no doubt derived 
from them. 

In India the chief deity was triune, and consisted of 
Brahma, the Creator, Vishnu, the Preserver, and Siva, the 
Destroyer. Brahma was the representative of the rising sun, 
and the others respectively of the meridian and the setting 
sun. The aspirant having been sprinkled with water and 
divested of his shoes, was causing to circumambulate the altar 
three times. 

At the east, west, and south points of the mystic circle were 
stationed triangularly the three representatives of the sun-god, 
denoting the rising, setting, and meridian sun. Each time the 
aspirant arrived in the sough he was made to exclaim, "I copy 
the example of the sun, and follow his benevolent course." 

After further ceremonies, consisting in the main of solemn 
admonitions by the chief Brahman to lead a life of purity and 
holiness, the aspirant was again placed in charge of his con- 
ductor, and enjoined to maintain strict silence under the sever- 
est penalty; told to summon up all his fortitude and betray no 
symptoms of cowardice. 

Amid the gloom then began bewailings for the loss of the 
sun-god Sita, followed by ceremonies of fearful import, and 
scenic representations of a terrible nature. The candidate was 
made to personify Vishnu, and engaged in a contest with the 
powers of darkness, which, as the representative of the god, 
he subdued. This was followed by a dazzling display of light, 
and a view of Brahma exalted, glorified, and triumphant. 

In Persia the candidate was prepared by numerous lustra- 
tions performed with water, fire, and honey. A prolonged fast 
for fifty days in a gloomy cavern followed, where in solitude 
he endured cold, hunger, and stripes. After this the candidate 
was introduced for initiation into another cavern, where he 
was received on the point of a sword presented to, and 
slightly wounding, his naked left breast. He was next crowned 
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with olive, anointed with the sacred oil, and clad in enchanted 
armor. He was then taken through the seven stages of his initi- 
ation. As he traversed the circuitous mazes of the gloomy cav- 
ern his fortitude was tried by fire and water, and by apparent 
combats with wild beasts and hideous forms, typical of the 
evil powers of nature, in the midst of darkness, relieved only 
by flashes of lightening and the pealing of thunder. He was 
next made to behold the torments of the wicked in Hades. 
This was followed by a view of Elysium, and the initiation 
concluded by a display of divine light and the final triumph of 
Ormuzd, the sun-god, over all the powers of darkness. 

In Greece the Mysteries were denominated as the lesser 
and greater Mysteries. A chosen few only were admitted to the 
latter, and they were bound to secrecy by the most frightful 
oaths. 

The Eleusinian Mysteries were performed by the Athenians 
at Eleusis every fifth year, and were subsequently introduced 
at Rome by Adrian. These Mysteries were the same as those of 
Orpheus. A magnificent temple of vast extent having been 
erected for their celebration at Eleusis, they subsequently 
became known as the Eleusinian Mysteries. The principal 
officers who conducted the ceremonies were the Hierophant, 
the Torch-Bearer, the Priest, the Archon, or King, and the 
Mystagogue. 

The hierophant appeared seated upon a magnificent 
throne, adorned with gold. He was dressed in a royal robe; 
over his head a rainbow was arched, and there also the moon 
and seven stars were seen. Around his neck was suspended a 
golden globe. These expressive symbols all point all the fact 
that the hierophant represented the sun. Before him were 
twenty-four attendants, clad in white robes and wearing golden 
crowns. These represented the twenty-four ancient constella- 
tions of the upper hemisphere. Around him burned with daz- 
zling radiance seven lights, denoting the seven planets. The 
torch-bearer, whose duty it was to lead the procession when 
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the wanderings of Rhea commenced in search of the body of 
the lost god, may have been intended to represent the feebler 
light of the moon, since Rhea and Ceres were both identical, 
according to Herodotus, with the Egyptian Isis. The duty of 
the mystagogue was to impose silence on the assembly, and 
command the profane to withdraw. The priest officiated at the 
altar, and bore the symbol of the moon, being, like the Egyp- 
tian priests of Isis, devoted to her service. 

The archon, or king, preserved order, offered also prayers 
and sacrifices, compelled all unworthy and uninitiated persons 
to retire at the order of the mystagogue, and punished all who 
presumed to disturb the sacred rites. The aspirant was required 
to pass through a period of probation, during which he pre- 
pared himself by chastity, fasting, prayer, and penitence. He 
was then dressed in sacred garments, crowned with myrtle, 
and blindfolded. After being thus "duly and truly prepared" he 
was delivered over to the Mystagogue, who began the initia- 
tion by the prescribed proclamation: 

"Exas, exas, este Bebeloi!" � ("Depart hence, all ye 
profane!") 

The aspirant was then conducted on a long and painful 
pilgrimage through many dark and circuitous passages: 
sometimes it seemed to him as if he were ascending 
steep hills, walking over flinty ground, which tore his 
feet at every step, and again down deep valleys and 
through dense and difficult forests. Meanwhile as he 
advanced, sounds of terror surrounded him, and he 
heard the fierce roar of wild beasts and the hissing of 
serpents. At length, the bandage being removed from 
his eyes, he found himself in what seem a wild and 
uncultivated country. The light of day never penetrated 
this gloomy region, and the pale and spectral glare just 
served to light up the horrors of the scene. Lions, tigers, 
hyenas and venomous serpents menaced him at every 
point while thunder, lightening, fire and water, tempest 
and earthquake, threatened the destruction of the entire 
world. He hardly recovers from his surprise and terror, 
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OSIRIS 

THE GOD REPRESENTED EMBLEMATI- 
CALLY AS A MAN WITH A BULL’S 
HEAD, HIEROGLYPHICALLY DENOTING 
THE SUN IN TAURUS. IN ONE HAND HE 
HOLDS THE SYMBOL OF ETERNAL 
LIFE, IN THE OTHER THE EMBLEM OF 
POWER, ABOVE WHICH APPEARS 
THE NAME OF THE GOD IN HIERO- 
GLYPHICS, WHICH, BY A SINGLE 
COINCIDENCE, IS COMPOSED ALMOST 
ENTIRELY OF MASONIC EMBLEMS. 

his eyes no sooner become 
accustomed to the twilight 
of the place, than he discovers 
before him a huge iron 
door, on which is this inscription: ’He who would attain 
to the highest and most perfect state, and rise to the 
sphere of absolute bliss, must be purified by fire, air, 
and water.’ He had scarcely read these words when the 
door turned on its hinges, and he was thrust into a vast 
apartment also shrouded in gloom. (Arnold) 

Then began the wanderings of Rhea in search of the 
remains of Bacchus, her body begirt with a serpent, and a 
flaming torch in her hand, uttering as she goes wild and frantic 
shrieks and lamentations for her loss. Those already initiated 
join in, and mix their howlings with hers, blended with 
mournful music. By means of a certain mechanical contriv- 
ances (see Salverti’s "Philosophy of Magic," vol. i, Chapter X; 
also, Brewster’s "Natural Magic") the plains of Tartarus were 
presented as realities before his eyes. He beheld the flames 
amid which the wicked suffered the purification by fire. 
Behind him yawned a dismal and dark abyss, from which 
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issued a burning wind and voices of woe and suffering. 
Approaching the brink he looks down, and sees some sus- 
pended on the sharp points of the rocks, and others impaled 
on a mighty wheel, which turned without ceasing, thus work- 
ing their way toward heaven through the purgatorial air. 
The purification by water was represented by the horrors of 
a gloomy lake, into which souls less guilty were plunged. 
Apuleius also alludes to this purification by fire, air, and water. 
He says, "I approached the confines of death, and, having trod 
on the threshold of Proserpine, and I returned therefrom, 
being borne through all the elements." 

As the aspirant thus wanders among these startling scenes, 
surrounded by the wild cries and lamentations of the goddess 
and her train, at a signal from the hierophant a sudden turn is 
given to their feelings. The gloom begins to disappear, and 
their cries of grief are changed to joyful and triumphant shouts 
of "Eurekamen, eurekamen!" ("We have found it!") The 
euresis, or discovery of the body, is then celebrated, and the 
mangled form of the murdered sun-god restored from death 
and darkness to life and light and power. 

Another iron gate, heretofore concealed, is now thrown 
open. The Orphic hymn is chanted, and a splendid spectacle 
of the Elysian fields and the bliss of the purified presented. 
The four-and-twenty attendants of the hierophant prostrate 
themselves before him, and, amid strains of solemn music, the 
neophyte receives the benediction and instructions of the 
hierophant. (See Rev. A. C. Arnold’s "History of Secret Societ- 
ies"; Bishop Warburton on the "Mysteries"; Oliver’s "History of 
Initiation"; Apuleius’s "Metamorphoses"; and Salverti’s "History 
of Magic") 

The Mysteries of the Cubiria, or Kabiri, of Samothrace, 
were to the same effect, and were derived from the same 
Egyptian source�the Mysteries of Osiris and Isis�wh ich they 
perhaps followed more closely. The candidate, after a term of 
probation, was purified by water and blood, made to sacrifice 
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ISIS AND HORUS 

 

 

 

 

GNOSTIC GEM OF ISIS 
"ISIS WAS WIFE OF OSIRIS AND 
MOTHER OF HORUS. SHE WAS 
ORIGINALLY THE GODDESS OF THE 
EARTH, AND AFTERWARD OF THE 
MOON. THE GREEKS IDENTIFY HER 
BOTH WITH DEMETER, AND CERES, 
AND WITH IO." 
(SMITH’S "CLASSICAL DICTIONARY") 

a bull and a ram, and to drink of two fountains, the one called 
Lethe (oblivion) and the other Mnemosyne (memory), by 
which means he lost the recollection of all his former crimes, 
and preserved the memory of his new instructions and vows. 
This is exactly similar to the Egyptian Mysteries. The candidate 
was next conducted to a dark cavern, and thence through hor- 
rible scenes similar to those before described. The walls were 
clothed in black, and he was surrounded by all the emblems 
of decay and death. Terrible phantoms passed and repassed 
before him. A bier rose up at his feet, and on it was a coffin 
and a dead body, representing the slain sun-god. A funeral 
dirge was chanted by an invisible choir, and all the scenes of 
terror multiplied. 
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DIONYSUS 
OR 

BACCHUS 

CERES, 
DEMETER, 
ISIS, ETC. 

 

 

 

 

 

These fearful visions were brought to a close by a flood 
dazzling light. All the emblems of death vanished. The dead 
body of the sun-god on the bier was raised and returned to life 
amid demonstrations of joy and triumph. The candidate was 
then instructed, sprinkled with water, and a new name given 
him. This new name, together with a mystic token and sign, 
was engraved upon a small white stone and presented to him. 
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VIRGO 

VIRGO IS THE SIGN THE SUN ENTERS IN 
AUGUST, AND WAS DEPICTED IN THE 
ZODIAC HOLDING IN HER HANDS THE 
EMBLEMS OF THE HARVEST. THE 
IDENTITY OF CERES, THE GODDESS OF 
THE HARVEST, WITH THE CONSTELLA- 
TION VIRGO, IS QUITE PLAIN. THIS 
FIGURE OF THE FRUITFUL VIRGIN WAS 
PLACED IN THE ZODIAC AS EMBLEMATIC 
OF THE HARVEST SEASON, BECAUSE THE 
SUN IS IN THOSE STARS AT THAT TIME. 
THE WORD "VIRGO" ORIGINALLY IMPLIED 
NOT ONLY A VIRGIN, BUT ANY VIRTUOUS 
MATRON. BY AN ASTRONOMICAL ALLE- 
GORY THIS VIRGIN OF AUGUST BECAME A 
GODDESS, WHO DESCENDED TO THE 
EARTH, PRESIDED OVER THE HARVEST, 
TAUGHT MANKIND AGRICULTURE, AND 
WAS WORSHIPPED UNDER VARIOUS 
NAMES. 

The Mysteries of Dionysus were the same as the Eleusinian 
and those of Bacchus, Dionysus being but one of the names of 
Bacchus. 

The Dionysiac Mysteries and those of the Kabiri prevailed 
in Asia Minor, and spread through all the cities of Syria. 
Hiram, King of Tyre, was undoubtedly the high-priest of these 
Mysteries at Tyre, and the institution continued to exist in 
Judea as late as the time of Christ, as a secret society known as 
the Essenes. ("History of Secret Societies," by Rev. Augustus C. 
Arnold. 

From the foregoing descriptions of the different Mysteries, 
it clearly appears that the main facts of the legend of the death 
of the sun-god and his return to life, as illustrated and cele- 
brated in them all, are substantially the same, having been 
derived from the same source�the Mysteries of Osiri s and 
Isis. The death of the sun-god, whom the "aspirant," dramati- 
cally represented, was the main characteristic of them all. So 
intimately were the ideas of death and initiation connected, 
that in the Greek language the same word expressed both 
ideas,  is to die, and  to be initiated. 
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(Warburton, "Div.Lg.," Book II, s. 4.) The names, however, by 
which the personified sun-god was known, varied with the 
language of the people: 

"Ogygia me Bacchum vocat; 
Osirin Egyptus putat; 
Mysi Phanacerp nominant; 
Dionuson Indi existimant; 
Romana sacra Liberum; 
Aribica gens Adoneum." 

�AUSONIUS, Epigram 30. 

But, although the legend of initiation was thus substantially 
the same in all the civilized nations of antiquity, yet it must be 
borne in mind that the allegory of the death and return to life 
of the sun-god was naturally and necessarily modified in its 
minor details so as to conform to the different conditions of 
climate and order of the seasons, which prevailed in the vari- 
ous countries, into which it was adopted from Egypt. The 
Egyptians divided the year into seasons peculiar to them- 
selves, consequent upon the exceptional nature of their coun- 
try, where all agricultural pursuits were dependent upon and 
regulated by the yearly inundation of the Nile. They divided 
the year into three seasons of four months each: the first was 
called the season of "Planets, " and originally included Novem- 
ber, December, January, and February; the second was termed 
the season of "Flowering, " or "Harvest, " and included March, 
April, May, and June; the third was known as the season of 
"Waters, " or "Inundation, " alluding to the overflow of the 
Nile, and originally consisted of July, August, September, and 
October. (Rawlinson’s "Herodotus," vol. ii, page 238.) If we 
inscribe an equilateral triangle within the circle of the zodiac, 
placing Taurus on the vernal equinox, and Leo at the summer 
solstice, as was the case when the Egyptian seasons were first 
divided, we will have a correct representation of the ancient 
Egyptian year. 

But, in the course of time, owing to the want of a correct 
knowledge of the true length of the solar year, these seasons 
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ANCIENT 
EGYPTIAN 
YEAR 

 

 

changed, and those of the summer fell in winter. It was there- 
fore found to be necessary to make a correction of the calen- 
dar, which was done by observations taken of the heliacal 
rising of the dog-star Sothis, or Sirius. In their sacred calendar, 
however, the Egyptian priests appear to have retained the 
"vague" or indefinite year of three hundred and sixty days, so 
that the festivals of the gods illustrating the legend of Osiris 
might pass through all the different seasons of the year. 
(Wilkinson’s "Ancient Egyptians," vol. ii, chapter viii.) This 
ignorance of the true length of the solar year produced also a 
similar confusion in the times of celebrating the festival of the 
gods in other countries, so that a festival, originally intended 
(for instance) to celebrate the arrival of the sun at the summer 
solstice, with appropriate ceremonies, might come to fall in 
winter, when the nature of those ceremonies had no harmony 
with the season. In like manner a festival, originally intended 
to celebrate the new birth of the sun at the winter solstice, 
would in process of time come to be held in the summer, and 
thus be in utter violation of the solar allegory. This, of course 
had the effect to entirely hide, or greatly obscure, the original 
solar allusion of these festivals, and it was probably for this 
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reason that the Egyptian priesthood retained the "vague" year 
in their sacred calendar. 

The neglect of the function of a year in the calendar does 
not appear to amount to much, but owing to this cause alone, 
the first of January in the time of Julius Caesar had fallen back 
so as to nearly coincide with the autumnal equinox. Caesar 
corrected the calendar, but, in order to do so, was obliged to 
make an extraordinary year of four hundred and forty-five 
days; this was called "the year of confusion." This correction 
made by Caesar did not prevent the recurrence of the same 
evil, for in process of time it was found that the seasons again 
began to disagree with the almanac, and the religious festivals 
of the Christian Church, like those of its pagan predecessor 
began to fall out of place. This led to the correction made by 
Pope Gregory, and the subsequent adoption of our present 
method of keeping the calendar correct. The solar allegory, 
when it was introduced into countries north of Egypt, and 
whose agriculture was not regulated by the overflow of the 
Nile, was modified, as we have seen, in some particulars, in 
order to harmonize the allegory with the climate and order of 
seasons which prevailed in those countries; but any want of 
correspondence that subsequently existed between the festi- 
vals, originally intended to celebrate the summer and winter 
solstices and the vernal and autumnal equinoxes, and the true 
time of the sun’s arrival at those points, was due to an imper- 
fect calendar, resulting from an ignorance of the length of the 
solar year. 

Another cause which had the effect to obscure the original 
astronomical signification of the mythological tales of antiquity 
is the phenomenon known as the "precession of the equi- 
noxes, " which has also changed the order of the seasons, so 
far as the same is marked by the entrance of the sun into par- 
ticular constellations of the zodiac, at certain periods of the 
year. As, for instance, the advent of spring was anciently 
marked by the entrance of the sun among the stars of the con- 
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stellation Taurus, it is now marked by his appearance among 
the stars of the constellation Pisces. The nature of this phe- 
nomenon and the astronomical changes which it has pro- 
duced will be more fully explained in the following chapter. 

In our astronomical explanation of the masonic traditions, 
legends, and emblems, all these causes thus tending to 
obscure and modify the original solar allegory, will be taken 
into account, and the same astronomically adapted, for obvi- 
ous reasons to the astronomical conditions existing in coun- 
tries north of the equator at the time of the building of King 
Solomon’s temple, and some three or four hundred years 
immediately before and after. 

Some of the masonic emblems, however, must be referred 
to a period much earlier, and some to a much later date, for it 
must be remembered that the astronomical legends and 
emblems of freemasonry did not all originate at the same 
period of time nor among the same people. They all, however, 
harmonize in their allegorical method, and strictly conform to 
the state of the heavens, and astronomical conditions, and the 
order of the seasons, as well as the degree of scientific knowl- 
edge of the era and country in which they respectively origi- 
nated and become incorporated into that system of symbolical 
instruction then already existing, and now known as masonic. 

It is the intention of this work to show� 1. That t he 
masonic tradition is but one of the numerous ancient allego- 
ries of the yearly passage of the personified Sun among the 
twelve constellations of the zodiac�being founded o n a sys- 
tem of astronomical symbols and emblems employed for the 
purpose of teaching and illustrating the two great truths, of the 
being of ONE spiritual, invisible, omnipresent, and omnipotent 
GOD, and the immortality of the soul of man. 2. That, while 
these two great doctrines were also originally taught in all the 
ancient Mysteries, by the use of the same astronomical allego- 
ries and symbols, freemasonry alone retained its primitive 
truth and purity, while the others degenerated into a corrupt 
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system of solar worship. The sun, originally intended as a 
symbol only of the true God, was in time confounded with the 
person of God himself, and thus itself worshipped as a God. 
In freemasonry, on the contrary, it would appear that the exact 
reverse of this process has taken place, for, while the idea of 
God as an invisible spiritual being has been reverently kept 
alive, on the other hand, the original symbolism and primitive 
category relating to the sun as an illustration and emblem of 
the divine nature has been lost sight of, and the true meaning 
and profound scientific import of the masonic tradition, leg- 
ends and emblems thus almost forgotten. The Rev. Dr. Oliver, 
whose great learning will be disputed by none, says: 

The poets, historians, and philosophers of Greece, all of 
whom had been initiated into the Mysteries, unite in 
describing the Supreme Being as ONE single, divine, 
and unapproachable essence, who created and governs 
the world. And in India the Supreme Deity is thus made 
to describe himself, in one of the sacred books, which 
has been preserved and transmitted from an unknown 
period: "I was even at first not any other thing; that 
which exists, the supreme; and afterward I am that 
which is; and he who must remain am I." 

("Landmarks," Lecture XXI) 

In the notes to this lecture of Dr. Oliver’s, much valuable 
information on this point is also collected and condensed. The 
following is from the celebrated anthem of "Orpheus": 

When the doors are carefully guarded to exclude the 
profane, I will communicate the SECRET OF SECRETS to 
the aspirant perfectly initiated. Attend, therefore, to my 
words, for I shall reveal a solemn and unexpected truth 
to your startled ears�a truth which will overturn a ll 
your preconceived opinions, and convey to your mind 
unalloyed happiness. Let your soul be elevated to the 
contemplation of divinity. Adore Him, for He is the gov- 
ernor of the world. Know that HE IS ONE�that He 
has no equal, and that to Him all things are indebted 
for their existence.   He is everywhere present,  though 
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invisible, and all human thoughts are open to His 
inspection. (Note 27) 

On the temple of Sais, in Lower Egypt, was inscribed the 
following sentence relating to the Deity: 

"I am all that hath been, and is, and shall be, 
And my veil no mortal hath yet removed." 

(Note 29) 
In Note 32 to the same lecture, a translation is given of an 
extract from the Veda, which is deemed the oldest book in the 
world, except certain parts of the Bible. It is a translation made 
in 1656 by command of the Sultan Darah of an Oupanishat, a 
word meaning the secret that is not to be revealed: 

And what was this great mystery which was so carefully 
concealed in those ancient books? Like the secret of the 
Egyptian and Grecian Mysteries, it was nothing less 
than the Unity of the Godhead, under the name of 
Ruder, which is thus explained in another of their 
sacred books: 

The angels have assembled themselves together in 
heaven before Ruder, made obeisance and asked him, 
"O Ruder, what art thou?" Ruder replied: " Were there 
any other, I would describe myself by a similitude. I 
always was, I always am, I always shall be. There is no 
other, so that I can say to you, I am like him. In this ME 
is the inward essence and the exterior substance of all 
things. I am the primitive cause of all things in the east 
or west, or north or south�above or below, it is I.  I am 
all. I am older than all. I am the King of kings. My 
attributes are transcendent. I am Truth. I am the spirit of 
creation. I am the Creator. I am Almighty. I am Purity. I 
am the first, the middle, and the end. I am Light" 

Certainly no more sublime and comprehensive description of 
the eternal God was ever written. 

Speaking of the antiquity of the Veda, Max Muller says: 

It will be difficult to settle whether the Veda is the "old- 
est of books," and whether some portions of the Old 
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Testament may not be traced back to the same or even 
an earlier date than the oldest hymns of the Veda. But 
in the Aryan world the Veda is certainly the oldest 
book, and its preservation amounts almost to a marvel. 
(See "Lecture on the Vedas," at Leeds, 1865) 

Muller in the same lecture fixes the date of the Vedas at 
"between twelve and fifteen hundred years before the Chris- 
tian era." This is over three thousand years ago. 

Dr. Oliver, in Note 34 to his lectures before quoted, informs 
us that Zoroaster taught that 

God is the first�incorruptible, eternal, unmade, in visi- 
ble�most unlike everything�the leader or author of all 
good�unbribable�the best of the good�the wisest of 
the wise. 

With all this evidence before him, and actually quoted in 
his writings, Dr. Oliver, strange as it may appear, is in the con- 
stant habit, in his works, of branding without distinction all the 
ancient Mysteries as "spurious freemasonry," an epithet which 
he invented, and which has been adopted by a few others. 
But, if the sublime views of God above quoted are "spurious," 
where shall we look for the genuine ones, for those taught in 
freemasonry today are the same? 

Late discoveries make the fact, that the unity of God was 
taught in the ancient Egyptian Mysteries, beyond all doubt. 

"The manifold forms of the Egyptian pantheon" (says the 
late E. Deutsch) "were but religious masks of the sublime doc- 
trine of the unity of the Deity communicated to the initiated in 
the Mysteries" The gods of the Pantheon, says M. Pierrot, were 
"only manifestations of the One Being in various capacities." 
("Dict. of d’Arch. Egypt.," article "Religion," Paris, 1875.) 
M. Maspero and other scholars arrived at the same conclusion. 
("Hist. Anc. des Peuples de l’Orient," cap. i, Paris, 1876.) 

The following hymn occurs in two papyri in the British 
Museum. It represents the thought prevalent in Egypt at the 
time of the Exodus, and is the work of Enna: 
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"Hail to thee, O Nile! 

He causeth growth to fulfill all desires 
He never wearies of it. 
He maketh his might a buckler; 
He is not graven in marble 
As an image bearing the double crowns; 
He is not behold; 
He hath neither ministrants nor offerings; 
He is not adored in sanctuaries, 
His abode is not known. 
No shrine is found with painted figures (of him). 
There is no building that can contain him. 
Unknown is his name in heaven. 
He does not manifest his forms; 
Vain are all representations of him." 

And again we find the one God thus described: 

He hath made the world with his hand, its waters, its 
atmosphere, its vegetation, all the flocks and birds, and 
fish, and reptiles, and beasts of the field. 

(Hymn to Osiris, translated by Chabas) 

"He made all the world contains, and hath given it light 
when there was yet no sun." (Melange’s "Egypt," i, 118, 119. 
Chabas.) 

Glory to thee who hast begotten all that exists, who 
hast made man, and made the gods also, and all the 
beasts of the field! Thou makest men to live. Thou hast 
no second to thee. Thou givest the breath of life. Thou 
art the light of the world. 

(Leeman, "Monuments du Musee des Pays-Bas," ii, 3) 

But although God was the creator, yet he is himself "self- 
created." 

His commencement is from the beginning. He is the 
God who has existed from old time, There is no God 
without him. No mother bore him, no father hath 
begotten him. God-goddess created from himself. 

(Chabas) 
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In many of the hymns we find allusion made to the mys- 
tery of his name, and its being hidden, secret, and unknown� 
ineffable, and not to be spoken. 

"Unknown is his name in heaven. Whose name is hidden 
from his creatures. His name which is Amen" (i.e., hidden 
secret). Therefore the Egyptians never spoke the unknown 
name, but used a phrase which expressed the self-existence of 
the eternal, "I am," (Ritual of the Dead.) 

Says John Newenham Hoare, in the late article in the 
"Nineteenth Century": 

The Egyptians tried to realize God by taking some natu- 
ral object which should in itself convey to their minds 
some feature in God’s nature. This became a necessity 
for the priests in the religious teaching of the people. 
Therefore in the sun they saw God manifested as the 
light of the world. The more fully they felt the infinite 
nature of God, the more they would seek in nature for 
symbols.... All the deities were regarded as manifesta- 
tions of the one great Creator, the uncreated, the Father 
of the universe. 

This is expressed in the following hymn: 

Hail to the Lord of the lapse of time, king of gods! Thou 
of many names, of holy transformations, of mysterious 
forms. 

Nevertheless, as in Greece and India, so also in ancient 
Egypt, the symbols became in the popular mind actual 
gods, and the people degenerated into gross idolatry. 

"They changed the glory of the incorruptible God into 
an image made by corruptible man, and to birds, and to 
four-footed beasts, and creeping things,... and they 
changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped 
and served the creature rather than the creator." 

(Rom. 1:23-25) 

This is unfortunately the aspect in which the Egyptian 
Pantheon has presented itself to mankind for many 
centuries. 
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The conception of the unity of the Godhead did not 
prevent the Egyptians from thinking of God as very 
near to them. 

He is their father, and they "sons beloved of their father." 
He is the "giver of life," "toucher of the hearts," "searcher of 
the inward parts is his name." 

Every one glorifies thy goodness; mild is thy love 
toward us; thy tenderness surrounds our hearts; great is 
thy love in all the souls of men. 

One lamentation cries: 

Let not thy face be turned away from us; the joy of our 
hearts is to contemplate thee. Chase all anguish from 
our hearts. He wipes tears from off all faces. Hail to 
thee, Ra! Lord of all truth, whose shrine is hidden. 

Lord of the gods, who listeneth to the poor in his dis- 
tress, gentle of heart when we cry to thee. Deliverer of 
the timid man from the violent, judging the poor�th e 
poor and oppressed. Lord of mercy, most loving; at 
whose coming men live, at whose goodness gods and 
men rejoice�sovereign of life, health, and strength . 

("Records of the Past," ii, 98) 

Speak nothing offensive of the Great Creator; if the 
words are spoken in secret, the heart of man is no 
secret to him that made it. (Ibid., ii, 131) 

He is present with thee though thou be alone. 

As we might expect, from so lofty a conception of God, 
their hearts broke forth into joyous hymns of praise: 

"Hail to thee, all creatures! 
Salutation from every land. 
To the height of heaven, to the breadth of the earth, 
To the depths of the sea, 
The gods adore thy majesty. 
The spirits thou hast made exalt thee, 
Father of the father of all the gods, 
Who raises the heavens, who fixes the earth. 
Maker of beings, author of existences, 
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Sovereign of life, health, and strength, 
Chief of the gods, 

We worship thy spirit, who alone has made us. 
We, whom thou hast made, thank thee that thou hast 

given us birth. 
We give thee praises for thy 

Mercy toward us." 
("Records of the Past," ii, 98) 

Such was the idea of God and his relations to man held 
by the ancient Egyptians, and, as we might expect, it 
drew forth in them "lovely and pleasant lives." The 
three cardinal requirements of Egyptian piety were�  
love to God, love of virtue, and love to man. 

The honor due to parents sprang naturally from the 
belief in God as "Our Father, which art in heaven." We 
constantly find inscriptions on the tombs such as the 
following: "I honored my father and mother; I loved my 
brothers; I taught little children; I took care of orphans 
as though they had been my own children." In letters of 
excellent advice, addressed by an old man one hundred 
and ten years of age to a young friend (which forms the 
most ancient book in the world, dating 3000 B.C.), he 
says: "The obedience of a docile son is a blessing. God 
loves obedience. Disobedience is hated by God. The 
obedience of a son maketh glad the heart of his father. 
a son teachable in God’s service will be happy in con- 
sequence of his obedience. He will grow to be old, he 
will find favor." 

That our ancient brothers of Egypt were not deficient in 
the masonic virtues of "BROTHERLY LOVE AND RELIEF AND 
TRUTH," appears from the following: 

On the tombs we find the common formula: 
"I have given bread to the hungry, water to the 
thirsty, clothes to the naked, shelter to the stranger." 
This tenderness for suffering humanity is characteristic 
of the nation. 

Gratefully does a man acknowledge in his autobiog- 
raphy (4000 B.C.) that,  "Wandering, I wandered and 
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was hungry; bread was set before me; I fled from the 
land naked; there was given me fine linen." 

(Chabas, "Les papyras Hieratiques de Berlin; revits 
d’il y a quatre mille Ans," 1863) 

Love of truth and justice was also a distinguishing 
trait of the Egyptians. God is thus invoked, "Rock of 
truth is thy name." In an inscription at Sistrum a king 
addresses Hathor, goddess of truth, "I offer to thee the 
truth, O goddess, for truth is thy work, and thou thyself 
art the truth." Truthfulness was an essential part of the 
Egyptian moral code, and in the Egyptian Ritual we are 
informed that, when after death the soul enters the hall 
of the Two Truths, or Perfect Justice, it repeats the 
words learned upon earth: "O thou great God, Lord of 
Truth, I have known thee, I have known thy name: 
Lord of Truth is thy name. I never told a lie at the tribu- 
nal of truth." 

("Religion of the Ancient Egyptians," by John Newen- 
ham Hoare, a late article in the "Nineteenth Century") 

But enough had been advanced to establish the fact that 
the ancient Mysteries originally taught the unity of God, and 
also that their moral code was both pure and exalted. 

That the ancient Mysteries, after the people became cor- 
rupt, became corrupt in their turn, there can be no doubt, but 
in their inception they were not so. The crowning secret was a 
knowledge of the true God, and the disclosure of the fact that 
the sun was only a symbol of the great Creator, and not itself a 
divine being. In the midst of an age where the worship of the 
sun was the established religion of all nations, no one could 
with safety avow his disbelieve in the divine nature of the 
heavenly bodies. To do so would be instant destruction. 

Before the great truth of the real nature and attributes of 
God could be communicated, the candidate was required to 
take all the degrees of the Mysteries, and give the strongest 
proofs of his fidelity and zeal. 

A knowledge of the true God was, in the language of the 
Orphic hymn, "the secret of secrets" to be only communicated 
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when the aspirant was "perfectly initiated," with "doors care- 
fully guarded and the profane excluded!" It was even then, to 
those to whom it was to be communicated, "a solemn and 
unexpected truth which "startled their ears" and "overturned 
their preconceived opinions." 

Taught from their earliest infancy to regard the sun, moon, 
and stars as actual divinities, a wandering in the darkness of a 
false system religion, they were on their initiation into the 
Mysteries first brought to behold the true light and there 
obtained for the first time a knowledge of the true God. This 
was the real AUTOPSY, "bringing to light," of the candidate in 
the Mysteries. "It was difficult," says Plato, "to attest and dan- 
gerous to publish, the knowledge of the true God. 

The light thus communicated under the strictest conditions 
of secrecy to be kept, when communicated, religiously hidden 
from the initiated, it being well known that a public profession 
of the great truth would be visited by a heavy hand of both 
the civil and religious authorities, and not only their own lives 
but that of their kindred be thus sacrificed to the superstitious 
rage of the ignorant multitude, and the interested fury of the 
ministers of a false religion. 

It is true that the priests themselves often took an active 
part in the Mysteries, of which they had taken the higher 
degrees. The Mysteries served as a sort of theological and sci- 
entific seminary, which they studied the truths of religion and 
science, and from the higher degrees of which the ranks of the 
priesthood and rulers were from time to time recruited. But 
these facts could be of a help to him who rashly made a pub- 
lic profession of his want of faith in the national solar gods. 

The policy of secrecy, by which all but truth, whether reli- 
gious or scientific, was concentrated in and confined to the 
Mysteries, was a "stated policy" long established and though to 
be necessary for the well-being of society. It certainly was for 
the well-being of the few on whom it conferred power and 
wealth. To "reveal the Mysteries" was considered the very 
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highest of crimes and he who did so could hope for no mercy. 
The very priests who perhaps had initiated him, and who did 
not themselves believe in the divinity of the sun, moon, and 
stars, would be the first to denounce his alleged impiety and 
atheism, and urge on his punishment. Nor would any of the 
brotherhood help him, as he would be considered by them as 
a perjured traitor, who had violated the most solemn obliga- 
tions, and now sought to destroy the order itself by exposing it 
to the superstitious wrath of the ignorant multitude. 

The betrayers of the Mysteries were punished capitally 
and with merciless severity. Diagoras the Melian had 
revealed the Orphic and Eleusinian Mysteries, on which 
account he passed with the people as an atheist, and 
the city of Athens proscribed him and set a price on his 
head. The poet AEschylus had like to have been torn in 
pieces by the people, on the mere suspicion that in one 
of his scenes he had given a hint of something in the 
Mysteries. (Warburton) 

So long, however, as the initiated held their peace, they all 
might, at the solemn assemblies of the Mysteries, held under 
circumstances of profound secrecy and sanctioned by the gov- 
ernment itself, worship the one true God without fear; indeed, 
such a worship was enjoined upon them. But, should they 
openly disclose their belief in the actual divinity of the sun, 
moon, and stars, their danger was immediate and their ruin 
certain. Thus all alike, from the most exalted hierophant to the 
humblest of the initiated, were the slaves, and sometimes the 
victims, of a system of state policy which they all upheld and 
defended. It is true, however, that in the progress of many 
centuries the Mysteries became corrupt, and lost a knowledge 
of the true God, but in their original institution they not only 
taught the truth concerning the Deity, but protected his wor- 
shipers so long as they kept sacred their vows of secrecy. That 
the doctrine of immortality was also directly taught in the Mys- 
teries, we are informed by Cicero, who had himself been initi- 
ated. (See "Tusculan Disputations," Book I, cxiii.) Among all 
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the corruptions which at a later date prevailed, there, however, 
yet remained a "chosen band," who preserved the ancient 
teachings of the Mysteries in their purity. They were obliged 
for their own protection, however, to render their symbols yet 
more obscure, and make thicker and draw still closer the veil 
of allegory about the penetralia of divine truth. From these 
few and faithful ones the truth was handed down to following 
generations, and from them all that is great, glorious, and 
ancient in modern freemasonry was derived. 

From those freemasonry received its two great doctrines of 
the unity of God and the immortality of man; and, together 
with those sublime truths, it also received that system of astro- 
nomical symbols, emblems, and allegories also peculiar to the 
Mysteries, which were used, anciently, both to conceal and to 
illustrate those great truths. Dr. Mackey, in his "Symbolism of 
Freemasonry," says that those to seek for an astronomical 
explanation of the masonic ritual, "yield all that masonry 
gained of religious development in past ages" (page 237). For 
this broad assertion he gives no reasons whatever, and I can 
not but think that, had he considered the full import of his 
words, he never would have made any such remark. There is 
certainly nothing irreligious or atheistical in the employment 
of astronomical emblems to describe and illustrate the nature 
and attributes of Deity. If so, the writers of the Bible have 
been guilty of a great sin, for that sacred volume is full of solar 
and astronomical illustrations of the glory and power of the 
creator. (Numb. 24:17; Psalm 19; 84:11; Mal. 4:2; Matt. 2:2; 
17:2; Judges 5:20; Job 25:5; 38:7; Dan 12:3; Jude 13; Rev. 1:16; 
10:1, etc.) Freemasonry, says Dr. Mackey, quoting Dr. Hem- 
ming with approval, is a science of morality "veiled in allegory 
and illustrated by symbols." It is to be inferred that the moral 
science taught in freemasonry is any the less true, pure, or ele- 
vated, because the allegories and symbols employed to "veil 
and illustrate" it are astronomical in their character? Is it irreli- 
gious and atheistical to compare the great Creator to the 
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noblest and most glorious of all his physical works�the sun� 
and only orthodox and pious to compare his nature and 
attributes to a carpenter’s rule or a stonecutters square? Cer- 
tainly this is not what Dr. Mackey intends, yet such is the natu- 
ral inference from his language. 

Neither does it follow that those who give the masonic rit- 
ual an astronomical and scientific as well as a moral interpreta- 
tion, deny to masonry the glorious distinction of having been 
in past ages the depository of a knowledge of the true God, 
and of the immortal nature of man. All that we contend is, that 
those great truths were taught not only by allegory and sym- 
bol, but originally and mainly by astronomical symbol and 
allegory. 

The more exalted and holy any doctrine is, the more ele- 
vated and sublime should be the symbols and emblems to 
teach and illustrate it. 

As the being and attributes of God and the immortality of 
the soul are the two most exalted and sublime of all truths, so 
are the sun, moon and stars the most glorious and sublime 
objects in nature. There are, therefore, a peculiar fitness and 
beauty in the employment of the latter to symbolically and 
emblematically illustrate the former. "The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handiwork." 

In this work no attempt will be made to identify the 
masonic emblems, traditions, and legends with the Mysteries 
of any particular nation. All the Mysteries were originally astro- 
nomical in their character, but differed in form and detail, as 
they were founded on different modifications of the Egyptian 
legend of the personified sun-god. Dr. Mackey, in strange con- 
tradiction to the words which we have above quoted from 
page 236 of his "Symbolism of Freemasonry," devotes a whole 
chapter of that interesting and learned work to prove that free- 
masonry was derived directly from the Grecian Mysteries of 
Dionysus. He thinks it certain that the Tyrian artificer, Hiram, 
was a member of the Dionysiac fraternity, and that he, at the 
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head of the Tyrian workmen at the time of the building of 
King Solomon’s temple, introduced the Dionysiac Mysteries in 
a modified and purified form among the Hebrews (Chapter 
VI). Dr. Oliver, who denies in all its detail the astronomical 
theory, with an equal inconsistency advocates the same idea. 
(See his "Theocratic Philosophy of Freemasonry," Lecture 
VIII.) According to Dr. Mackey, and Dr. Oliver, also, freema- 
sonry is therefore only a modified and purified form of the 
Grecian Mysteries of Dionysus. 

It is true that, like the others, these Mysteries became cor- 
rupt, but is equally true that the Mysteries of Dionysus, like all 
the other Mysteries, were astronomical in their character. 
Dionysus is but another name for Osiris, and is the personified 
sun-god, the legend of whose death, the search for whose 
body, and its recovery, together with his subsequent "raising" 
from death and the grave of a new life, forms the theme of the 
ceremony of initiation; all of which the aspirant was caused to 
dramatically enact. 

"One thing, at least" says Dr. Mackey, 

is incapable of refutation; and that is, that we are 
indebted to the Tyrian masons for the introduction of 
the symbol of Hiram Abif. The idea of the symbol, 
though modified by the Jewish masons, is not Jewish in 
its inception. It was evidently borrowed from the pagan 
"Mysteries," where Bacchus, Adonis, Proserpine, and a 
host of other apotheosized beings play the same role 
that Hiram does in the masonic Mysteries. 

("Symbolism of Freemasonry," Chapter I, page 20) 

This emphatic language of Dr. Mackey, therefore, not only 
admits, but declares "incapable of refutation, "the following 
important particulars: 

1. That Hiram Abif, as described in the masonic legend, is 
a mystical being, or "symbol" only, and not a historical person, 
any more than Bacchus, Adonis, or Proserpine. 
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2. That the whole legend of the third degree is an allegory 
and not a history. 

3. That the allegory is the same as that of Bacchus, or 
Dionysus, and therefore identical with that of Osiris. (For 
proof that the Mysteries of Bacchus, or Dionysus, were the 
same as those of Osiris, see "Herodotus," Book II, Chapter LI, 
sections 49-60; together with the notes to Rawlinson’s edition. 
Also, as to the identity of Bacchus and Dionysus, see Oliver’s 
"History of Initiation," Lecture VI, and notes.) 

4. That in this allegory Hiram "plays the same role as that 
of Bacchus, or Dionysus, and Osiris, and all the other personi- 
fied sun-gods in the various forms of the Mysteries. 

Now what is this role? It is simply that of the personified 
sun�slain like Osiris, Bacchus, Adonis, or Dionysus , at the 
Autumnal equinox; lying dead during the winter months, 
being restored to life at the vernal equinox, and exalted in 
power and glory at the summer solstice. 

These admissions of Dr. Mackey cover the whole ground, 
and sanction every position to be taken in this work. It is not, 
however, my intention to trace the masonic traditions, legends, 
and emblems, like Dr. Mackey, to any one of the ancient Mys- 
teries to the exclusion of the others, as masonry has features 
derived from each of them. It is, however, my design to show 
that it is of an astronomical nature, and had its origin, in com- 
mon with all the ancient Mysteries, in a lofty system of astro- 
nomical allegories, originally intended to teach the unity of 
God, the immortality of the soul, and an exalted code of 
morality; while at the same time, by the use of the same alle- 
gories and symbols, the leading facts of astronomical science 
were to be both illustrated and preserved�in other words, to 
show that freemasonry is a system of science as well as moral- 
ity, veiled in an astronomical allegory, and illustrated by astro- 
nomical symbols. 

It is also the intention of this work to unlock this allegory, 
and to show the true scientific and astronomical meaning, as 
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well as moral application, not only of all the legends, but of all 
the emblems and symbols of freemasonry which have any 
claim to antiquity. 

The real character and true origin of the peculiar symbol- 
ism of freemasonry and its allegories have been a great puzzle 
to most members of the fraternity. The great moral truths 
which those symbols and allegories teach are plain enough; 
the only mystery is, how came those truths to be taught by 
those peculiar symbols and in that peculiar manner? 

It is also worthy of remark that, while the moral truths 
which our emblems, symbols, and legends teach are still well 
understood, yet those great scientific truths, which are equally 
said to illustrate and teach, are wholly lost, and at least their 
connection with them. This lost connection between our 
emblems, symbols, and legends, and many of the profoundest 
truths of science, will be restored in the pages of this work. 

Oliver and Hutchinson have both, with much labor, and 
the former with great learning, attempted to prove that the 
master-mason’s degree is a Christian institution�no t in the 
sense of its being pervaded with the spirit of Christianity, 
which is true, but a Christian institution in the same sense as 
the Church or the rite of baptism is. Dr. Mackey correctly says 
they have "fallen into a great error." The theory that our frater- 
nity had its origin in the building societies of the middle ages 
is sufficiently disproved by our ritual itself, which has many 
features that are totally inconsistent with any such theory, and 
point to a far more remote era; although many things relating 
to operative masonry were no doubt then ingrafted on it. 

Dr. Mackey, Oliver, and others, will not accept the astro- 
nomical theory, and thus the whole matter remains, so far as 
they are concerned, a mystery. The astronomical theory is, 
however, the only correct one, as the following pages will suf- 
ficiently show. 

The great difficulty is, that it has never been properly and 
at the same time fully presented. It has been advanced mainly 
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by antimasons, who understood many other things much bet- 
ter than they did our ritual and the legends and symbolism of 
our order; or by skeptics, endeavoring at the same time to tear 
down the Christian religion. The advocacy of the astronomical 
theory by this kind of writers, especially the latter, has done 
much to render it unpopular, and induced many authors and 
thinkers to discard it without a due and fair examination. Many 
masons, like Dr. Oliver, seem to have an illogical and almost 
superstitious fear of having the astronomical character of our 
symbolism established. The fact is, however, that the great 
moral truths of freemasonry are indestructible, and stand inde- 
pendent of the symbolism intended to illustrate them, and to 
conceal them also, in past ages, when disclosure exposed the 
initiated to persecution and death, as an unbeliever in the 
actual divinity of the sun, moon and stars. The great moral 
teachings of freemasonry will not suffer any danger of destruc- 
tion or damage if it is fully established that the emblems by 
which they are illustrated, like the imagery of the Bible, are 
mainly astronomical instead of mechanical. 

The following pages, it is believed, contain convincing 
proofs of the real character and origin of our symbolism. Por- 
tions of the masonic ritual, and a few of the emblems, have in 
a general way been shown by several writers to be of astro- 
nomical origin, and the assertion has been frequently made 
that the whole system has an astronomical significance. But it 
is believed that this work contains the only full and complete 
demonstration of the purely astronomical and scientific import 
of the whole ritual, and all the details of the solar allegory, as 
applied to masonry�accompanied by a particular expo sition 
of the astronomical import and origin of all of its ancient 
emblems, symbols, and legends, over seventy in number (see 
index), that has ever been made. The traditions and emblems 
of freemasonry have been made to speak for themselves, 
and they tell their own origin and meaning in a language 
which can not fail to convince any reader, who combines a 

39 



Stellar Theology and Masonic Astronomy 

knowledge of the lodge and chapter degrees with the main 
outlines and leading principles of astronomy and geometry. 
These sciences, so often alluded to in our ritual, are eminently 
masonic, and without some knowledge of them what is to fol- 
low will not be fully understood. 

It is hoped that this work will also not be without interest 
to the uninitiated. They will at least, be able to see, unfolded 
in its pages, a beautiful and impressive astronomical allegory, 
which, by the use of sublime and august emblems, teaches the 
unity of God and the immortality of the soul. The work also 
throws much light upon the religion of the ancient Egyptians, 
Greeks and Romans, as well as mythology in general. How far 
the solar allegory may be truthfully applied to freemasonry 
they, of course, will not be able fully to determine for them- 
selves, except in a general way and on minor points. As for 
the rest, they will be expected to be complacent enough to 
take the opinion of well-informed members of the fraternity. 
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Chapter 3 

A CHAPTER OF 
ASTRONOMICAL 
FACTS 

IN ORDER TO PROPERLY UNDERSTAND 

what is to follow, some knowledge of the leading facts 
of astronomy is required. The nature of the zodiac, and 
its division into signs and constellations; the phenom- 
ena attending the yearly passage of the sun among the 
stars; the solstitial and equinoctial points, and the "pre- 
cession of the equinoxes," and its effect upon the rela- 
tive position of the signs and constellations of the 
zodiac�as well as several other particulars of astr on- 
omy�must be known by the reader, in order that he 
may fully understand the astronomical allegory about to 
be unfolded and illustrated. 

It has, therefore, been thought necessary to write an 
introductory chapter, giving a brief and popular exposi- 
tion of the matters above enumerated. All technical 
terms will be discarded, as far as possible, and such as 
are used from absolute necessity will be defined. No 
attempt will be made to give a cause or philosophy of 
solar or sidereal movements�the sole object being t o 
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bring clearly before the mind the apparent annual path of the 
sun in the zodiac, and such other celestial phenomena as are 
required to properly understand the allegorical application 
which is to be made of the facts of astronomy to the masonic 
traditions, legends, emblems, and symbols. This chapter will 
serve to call the particular attention of those who are proficient 
in science to certain particular astronomical facts bearing direct- 
ly upon our subject, and it is hoped will also contain enough 
to sufficiently instruct those who may have grown rusty in or 
never acquired a knowledge of the motions of the celestial 
bodies. 

The Ecliptic 

The ecliptic is a great circle in the heavens surrounding the 
earth, and representing the apparent path of the sun each year 
among the stars. 

The Zodiac 

The zodiac is a belt of stars extending 8° on each side of 
the imaginary circle called the ecliptic. The zodiac is therefore 
16° wide, and, being a complete circle, is 360° in circumfer- 
ence. It is divided into twelve equal parts of 30°,  each denot- 
ing the particular place which the sun occupies during each of 
the twelve months of the year. Each of these divisions of the 
zodiac, in the visible heavens, is marked and occupied by a 
separate and distinct group or cluster of stars, called a constel- 
lation. These constellations are named after certain "living 
creatures," supposed to have been originally emblematic of 
the month in which the sun entered them. 

The twelve constellations are called�  

TABLE 1. 
 

Aries, the Ram. Libra, the Scales. 
Taurus, the Bull. Scorpio, the Scorpion. 
Gemini, the Twins. Capricornus, the Goat. 
Cancer, the Crab Sagittarius, the Archer. 
Leo, the Lion Aquarius, the Water-Bearer. 
Virgo, the Virgin Pisces, the Fishes. 
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These, ranged in their appropriate places in the great zodi- 
acal circle, are all represented in the foregoing diagram. The 
following is a brief description of each of the constellations: 

Aries 

This was once the first constellation of the zodiac. It is now 
the second, by reason of the precession of the equinoxes, 
which will be subsequently explained. It is known by two 
bright stars, about 4° apart, which are in the horn s of the Ram. 
The brightest of these, called Arietus, is used by navigators to 
compute longitude by the moon’s distance. Most of the stars in 
this constellation are small. Aries, in the Hebrew zodiac, is 
assigned to Simeon, or by some to Gad. 

Taurus 

This constellation is next to Aries in the zodiac, and is one 
of the most celebrated and splendid. The Pleiades are in Tau- 
rus, and near it is the magnificent constellation Orion, called 
Orus by the Egyptians. In that sublime chapter of the Old Tes- 
tament, Job xxxviii, mention is made of these: "Canst thou 
bind the sweet influences of the Pleiades, or loose the bands 
of Orion?" Taurus, once seen and recognized in connection 
with Orion, is never forgotten. 

The Bull is represented as engaged in combat with Orion, 
and plunging toward him with threatening horns. The face of 
the Bull is designated by five bright stars in the shape of a let- 
ter V, known as the Hyades, the most brilliant of which is 
Aldebaran, which is much used by navigators. The tips of the 
horns of the Bull are marked by two bright stars at an appro- 
priate distance above the face. The Pleiades gleam brightly 
near the shoulder. Orion, who faces the Bull, is known by four 
bright stars, forming a large parallelogram, in the center of 
which is seen a diagonal row of stars, known as the belt of 
Orion, and called in Job the "bands of Orion." The four stars 
of the parallelogram, respectively, indicate his shoulders and 
feet. A line of smaller stars form his sword, its handle orna- 
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mented by a wonderful nebula. Just below Orion shines, with 
a splendor almost equal to Jupiter or Venus, that mighty sun- 
star Sirius, the deified Sothis of the Egyptians. Further east and 
over him flashes that brilliant star known as Procyon. These 
two, with Betelgeux, in the shoulder of Orion, form an equilat- 
eral triangle, whose sides are each 26°, which is s o perfect and 
beautiful as almost to force itself upon our attention. Taurus, 
Orion, Sirius, the Pleiades, and Hyades, are all frequently 
alluded to by the poet Virgil in the "Georgics." This is, per- 
haps, the most magnificent and sublime quarter of the heavens 
north of the equator. 

Taurus was held by the Egyptians, and most of the nations 
of antiquity, as a sacred constellation. Before the time of Abra- 
ham, or over four thousand years ago, it adorned and marked 
the vernal equinox, and "for the space of two thousand years 
the Bull was the prince and leader of the celestial host." The 
sun in Taurus was deified under the symbol of the bull, and 
worshipped in that form. The sacred figures found among the 
ruins of Egypt and Assyria, in the form of a bull with a human 
face, or with a human shape with the face and horns of a bull, 
are emblematic of the sun in Taurus, at the vernal equinox. In 
the Hebrew zodiac Taurus was ascribed to Joseph. 

Gemini 
�is the next constellation in the zodiac. Its princ ipal stars 

are two bright ones, called Castor and Pollux. They are about 
41/2° apart, and of the first and second magnitudes. In  mythol- 
ogy, Castor and Pollux are said to be twin sons of Jupiter by 
Leda. In the Hebrew zodiac this constellation is assigned to 
Benjamin. 

Cancer 

This constellation is composed of two stars, the brightest of 
which are only of the third magnitude. It is of no especial 
importance, except from its position, of which more will 
be said subsequently. In some Eastern zodiacs this sign is 
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represented by the figure of two animals like asses, and by the 
Hebrews is assigned to Issachar. 

Leo 

This is another celebrated and beautiful constellation. It is 
easily known by five or six bright stars situated in the neck 
and head of the Lion, and arranged in the form of a sickle. Its 
two brightest stars are Regulus and Denebola, the former in 
the sickle and the latter near the tip of the tail. Regulus is a 
very bright star, and is situated almost exactly in the ecliptic. It 
is, therefore, of great use to navigators in determining the lon- 
gitude of the sea. The constellation Leo is also celebrated as 
being the radial point from which the remarkable meteoric 
showers of November proceed. If this phenomenon was 
observed by the ancients, it must have greatly increased the 
veneration and awe with which this sacred constellation was 
viewed. 

The constellation Leo is, for many reasons, full of signifi- 
cance to masons. It once marked the summer solstice, and at 
the building of King Solomon’s temple was much nearer that 
point than now; this change of position, consequent upon the 
precession of the equinoxes, will be subsequently explained, 
together with the intimate connection between the constella- 
tion Leo and the masonic tradition. In the Hebrew zodiac Leo 
is the significator of the tribe of Judah. According to astrology, 
it is the "sole house of the sun." 

Virgo 

This is the beautiful virgin of the zodiac. She is represented 
as holding a spear of ripe wheat in her left hand, marked by a 
brilliant star, called Spica. In the Egyptian zodiac Isis supplies 
the place of Virgo, and is represented holding three ears of 
corn in her hand. Spica, together with Denebola in Leo, and 
Arcturus in Bootes, forms an equilateral triangle of great 
beauty. Arcturus is also one of the stars mentioned by Job: 
"Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou 
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guide Arcturus with his sons?" Mazzaroth signifies the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac. Arcturus is also frequently alluded to by 
Virgil in the first book of the "Georgics." The rising and setting 
of this star were supposed to portend great tempests. In the 
time of Virgil it rose about the middle of September. The 
bright star Spica, in Virgo, lies within the path of the moon, 
and is of great use to navigators. In the Hebrew zodiac Virgo 
is assigned to Naphtali, whose standard was a tree bearing 
goodly branches. 

Libra 

This constellation is anciently represented by the figure of 
a man or woman holding a pair of scales. The human figure is 
omitted in all Arabian zodiacs, as it is held unlawful by the 
believers in the Koran to make any representation of the 
human form. In our zodiac, also, the balance only is depicted, 
probably because we received the zodiac from the Arabians. 
This constellation may be distinguished by a quadrilateral of 
four stars, but it contains none of great brilliancy. In the 
Hebrew zodiac Libra is ascribed to Asher This constellation 
formerly was on the autumnal equinox, and when the sun 
entered its stars the days and nights were equal. To this the 
Latin poet Virgil alludes: 

Libra die somnique pares ubi fecerit horas, 
Et medium luci atque umbris jam devidit orbem. 

When Libra makes the hours of day and night equal, 
and now divides the globe in the middle, between light 
and shades. � "Georgics," Book I  

Scorpio 

this constellation has some resemblance, in the grouping of 
its stars, to the object after which it is named. It is a very con- 
spicuous object in the evening sky of July. In its general form 
it resembles a boy’s bow kite, the tail of which forms that of a 
scorpion, and is composed of ten bright stars. The first of 
these, near the point of the triangle forming the body of the 
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kite, is Antares. It is a brilliant red star, resembling the planet 
Mars. In the Hebrew zodiac Scorpio is referred to Dan. 

Sagittarius 
The Archer follows Scorpio, and is represented as a mon- 

ster, half horse and half man, in the act of shooting an arrow 
from a bow. Sagittarius is easily recognized by the figure of an 
inverted dipper, formed of several bright stars. The figure of 
Sagittarius appears in the ancient zodiacs of Egypt and India. 

Capricornus 

The Goat is composed of fifty-one visible stars, most of 
them small. It is of no particular importance, except from the 
connection of its sign with the winter solstice, of which more 
will be said hereafter. It was called by the ancient Oriental 
nations the southern gate of the sun. 

Aquarius and Pisces 

These are the last two constellations of the zodiac. The 
former is represented by the figure of a man, pouring out 
water from a jar, the latter by two fishes joined at a consider- 
able distance by a loose cord. Aquarius in the Hebrew zodiac 
represents the tribe of Reuben, and the Fishes Simeon. The 
stars in both of these constellations are small and unimportant, 
except Fomalhaut, in Aquarius, which is almost of the first 
magnitude, and is used by navigators. This concludes our 
description of the constellations of the zodiac. 

The Signs of the Zodiac 
The signs of the zodiac are twelve arbitrary signs, or char- 

acters, by which the twelve constellations are designated. 
They are as follows: 

 
These, without doubt, had their origin in the hieroglyphic 

or picture writing of the ancients. In the sign Aries ( ) we 
have a rude but yet remaining representation of the head and 
horns of the Ram. In Taurus ( ) of the face and horns of a 
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Bull. Gemini ( ) denotes the Twins, seated side by side with 
embracing arms. The ancient statues of Castor and Pollux con- 
sisted of two upright pieces of wood, joined together by two 
cross-pieces. Cancer ( ) yet retains a resemblance to the 
claws of the Crab. Leo ( ) may be intended for a crouching 
lion, or may be the outline of its principal stars� the group 
now called the Sickle, the stars of which, if joined by an imag- 
inary line, would form a figure not unlike the sign ( ). In 
Virgo ( ) the resemblance seems to be lost. Libra ( ) is a 
plain picture of a scale-beam. The sign Scorpio ( ) displays 
the sting of a venomous creature. Sagittarius, the Archer, is 
well represented by his arrow and part of his bow ( ). In 
Capricornus ( ) the resemblance is again lost; but in Aquar- 
ius ( ) we recognize the waves of the sea, denoting water. In 
Pisces ( ) the resemblance of two fishes joined is still appar- 
ent. 

It is quite easy to conceive how the original pictorial repre- 
sentations of the creatures emblematically denoting the vari- 
ous constellations of speed and convenience in writing them, 
grew into these arbitrary signs like letters. 

In the figure of the zodiac, opposite page 42 the pictorial 
representations of the twelve constellations are given, with the 
arbitrary signs denoting each placed against them. The sun, 
moon, and planets were also designated by hieroglyphic astro- 
nomical signs by the ancients, as follows. 

 

The planetary signs originated in the same manner as the 
zodiacal ones. The sign for the sun is "a point within a cir- 
cle"�the point represents the earth, and the circle  the ecliptic. 
The moon is appropriately pictured as a crescent. In the sign 
of Mercury we have the caduceus of that god, composed of 
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two serpents twisted about a rod. Mars is represented by his 
shield and spear. Venus is well denoted by the picture of an 
ancient hand-mirror. The origin of the planetary sign for Jupi- 
ter is not so clear. It does not in the least resemble an eagle, as 
some suggest, nor is it any more like the initial letter of the 
Greek Zeus; besides, the hieroglyphs are always representa- 
tions of objects, not letters. This sign resembles more nearly 
the no less ancient numeral sign, the figure 4, and, as Jupiter is 
the fourth planet from the sun (if, like the ancients, we do not 
enumerate the earth), this resemblance may not be accidental. 
Saturn, lastly, is represented by his scythe in its ancient form. 

These arbitrary signs for the planets and constellations 
have come down to us from a remote antiquity. Their general 
use, by all civilized nations is of great benefit, as they form a 
kind of astronomical shorthand, which, like the Arabian or 
Hindoo numerals, is equally well understood in all countries, 
no matter how much their language or ordinary written char- 
acters may differ, so that astronomical tables for the use of 
navigators and others are as well understood and as easily 
read in any one part of the civilized world as another. The 
great convenience of this is so apparent as to require no com- 
ment. The time when the zodiac was divided into twelve con- 
stellations, and the zodiacal signs invented, is lost in the dim 
distance of an extreme antiquity. The best opinion at present 
seems to be that the zodiac was derived from the Hindoos by 
the Egyptians, who gave it to the Arabians, who preserved it, 
and in turn transmitted it to us. Baldwin, in his "Prehistoric 
Nations," however proves that it is highly probable that the 
ancient Arabians originated it in prehistoric times. When the 
signs of the zodiac first began to be used, or what ancient stu- 
dents of the starry skies invented them, is therefore unknown, 
save by conjecture. 

The zodiac has four principal points: these are the two sol- 
stitial and two equinoctial points, which, dividing the circle of 
the zodiac into four equal parts, are properly designated in the 
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foregoing diagram. These four points were anciently marked 
by the stars Fomalhaut, Aldebaran, Regulus, and Antares. 

The Solstitial Points 

The solstitial points refer to the movement of the sun, 
north of the equator in summer and south of it in winter. They 
are the points marking the extreme northern and southern lim- 
its of this movement of the sun. The summer solstice, when 
the sun comes farthest north, is at present in Cancer, and the 
winter solstice, or his extreme southern limit, is in Capricor- 
nus. The distance of the sun north and south of the equator is 
called his northern or southern declination. When the sun 
reaches either solstitial point, he begins to turn back toward 
the other�at first very slowly, and for a short per iod seems to 
stand still. It is for this reason that these points are called "sol- 
stitial," from the latin words sol, the sun, and sistere-stiti, to 
cause to stand. When, in June, the sun enters Cancer, and 
reaches his greatest northern declination, his rays, falling more 
vertically, cause the change from winter and spring to summer 
in all countries north of the equator. This shifting of the sun 
from one solstitial point to the other is the cause of the change 
of the seasons. 

The Equinoctial Points 

These are the points where the sun crosses the celestial 
equator, which he necessarily does twice in his yearly circuit 
of the zodiac, at two opposite points, distant from each other 
in space 180°, and in time six months. The point wh ere the 
sun crosses in spring, coming north, is called the vernal or 
spring equinox; and the other, where he crosses six months 
afterward, going south, is called the autumnal equinox. At 
these periods the days and nights are equal, and that is the 
reason why they are called equinoctial points, from two Latin 
words, aquus, equal, and nox, night. These two points are in 
the signs Aries ( ) and Libra ( ), and are so marked on the 
diagram of the zodiac. 
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The relative positions of the equinoctial and solstitial 
points and the celestial equator will be better understood from 
the following diagram. Imagine a hoop lying horizontally, and 
within this another hoop teaching the first, and with one side 
elevated above the other, as represented in the diagram: The 
horizontal hoop, marked A B, is the equator; the other, and 
around which the signs of the zodiac are displayed, is the 
ecliptic, or apparent path of the sun. The earth is in the center, 
with its equator on the same plane with the celestial equator. 
The equator of the earth is marked e e. The line f f is on the 
same plane as the ecliptic. The two other lines, one above and 
one below the equator of the earth, and parallel to it, are the 
tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, parallel with the same lines 
extended in the heavens, and marked as the tropics. 

 
DIAGRAM OF THE ECLIPTIC AND EQUATOR 

The only two points where the circle of the ecliptic and 
that of the equator can intersect are, of course, opposite to 
each other. These are the equinoctial points, marked Aries 
( ) and Libra ( ). The solstitial points are those marked  
and . Now, it is evident that when the sun leaves ( ) Aries, 
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or the vernal equinox, his pathway is continually upward, and 
until he teaches ( ) Cancer, and there attains his highest 
point north of the celestial equator, as well as that of the earth 
(e e). This is the summer solstice. Leaving Cancer the sun 
begins to decline toward the south, descending through ( ) 
Leo and ( ) Virgo until he reaches ( ) Libra, on the 23rd of 
September, which is the autumnal equinox. From this point 
the sun continues to descend through ( ) Scorpio and ( ) 
Sagittarius until the winter solstice is reached, at ( ) Capri- 
cornus, December 23rd, where the sun has reached his lowest 
southern declination. He is now just as far south of the celes- 
tial equator as he was north of it at the summer solstice. 

From Capricornus ( ) the sun begins to ascend through 
( ) Aquarius and ( ) Pisces until the vernal equinox is again 
reached. These four cardinal points, the two solstitial, together 
with the vernal and autumnal equinox, are therefore indica- 
tive of the four seasons of the year; for when the sun reaches 
the vernal equinox, spring begins; when he has advanced to 
the tropic of Cancer, the summer begins. His arrival at the 
other equinox marks the advent of autumn; and, when he at 
last reaches the tropic of Capricorn, winter begins. 

The Precession of the Equinoxes 
This is the name that is given to a gradual change of place, 

which is constantly going on, as to the point where the sun 
does not cross at the same place each year; on the contrary, 
each time when the sun completes the circuit of the zodiac, he 
crosses the equator at a point a small distance back of the 
place where he did so the previous year�in conseque nce of 
which the equinoctial point is annually falling back at a uni- 
form rate. If you will refer to the above diagram of the zodia- 
cal points, and imagine the circle of the ecliptic being slowly 
turned around its center toward Cancer( ), within the circle 
of the equator, which remains fixed�the contact bet ween the 
two circles being preserved, and no change made in the angle 
at which they intersect each other�you will be able  to gain a 
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clear idea of the effect of this phenomenon. The point marked 
( ) Aries would then slowly advance above the equator until 
the point marked  was at the intersection of the two circles. 
The Fishes ( ) would then be on the equinox, which is now 
the case. In time, this motion being continued,  would 
occupy that place, and so on. 

The point where the sun crossed the equator was once in 
the constellation Aries, but in the long progress of centuries 
the place of the sun’s crossing has fallen back 30° from the 
first degree of that constellation, so that the vernal equinox is 
now really in the constellation Pisces, the Fishes; or, in other 
words, the sun enters the stars of the constellation Pisces on 
the 21st of March, and not those of the constellation Aries, as it 
did twenty-two centuries ago, as we are informed by Hippar- 
chus. The place, however, where the sun crosses the celestial 
equator has continued to be, and still is, and will continue to 
be, marked by the sign ( ) Aries, so that the sign of Aries 
now marks the place in the zodiac of the constellation of the 
Fishes. The signs and the constellations are therefore no 
longer in the same place. Hence, in order to make our chart of 
the zodiac (page 42) strictly correct, the sign Aries ( ) should 
be placed against the constellation Pisces, the sign  against 
the constellation Gemini, the sign  against the constellation 
Cancer, and so around the entire circle. It was only for the 
sake of simplicity and a greater ease of explanation that it was 
not so represented. When, therefore, it is said in astronomical 
language that the summer solstice is in Cancer, it is the sign 
( ) only which is intended for the sun at that period now 
really enters the stars of the constellation Gemini. In like man- 
ner the winter solstice is in the sign , but in the constellation 
Sagittarius; the autumnal equinox in the sign , but in the 
constellation Virgo. 

This precession of the equinoxes is still going on, but the 
other four cardinal points of the zodiac will always continue to 
be marked by the signs  and  and  and , without 
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